
eal6erly a.wa'lted message from outer space

ALL-STARS

IF THERE are inhabited worlds elsewhere 'In the galaxy, ·it seems not

unreasona.ble to suppose that there are many of them, given

the number of stars, And it wouldn't be surprising to know that

some of them hdd developed communication wil:h one another,

Irso, just ,ma~ine the fun the.y ·mi~ht have in their all-Sbr

brea k., Moreover, what' ... Worlds' Series it would be if, for insbnce,

the Al ph3 Centauri Four Sox took on the Beta Leoni~ Cubs.

Th"ls sob r system of ours, however, would h4ve to be content

with minor lea.<gue baseball, soto speak, until a sponsorcould be
found for inter-stellar tr4vel, enabling us to be.come an ex pn­

sian +r~nchise, The whole universe is expanding, we are told,
so baseball might well have a bright future 'In the gal~XYI :ilnd
even beyond, tor inter-galacl:ic games would be on.ly ~ further
log'lcal step Forward, once the Mil.ky Way Le~gue were establ,'shed,

Linedrive will keep read ers informed of developments, but

let us say at the outset thai: should they consider moton·ng t:o
Alpha Ce.nburi- it would be advisable to give 'If: serious thought,

tor it would be extremely tiring ~nd somewha.t hazardous.·

Q_U E STJ ON TIME
Here are the answers to the Ty Cob6 questions in Lt"nedn've No.4:

First 'luestion - None. Second 'luestion -He didn't h<lve one.
And now, hav'lng gol:. th~t trivia out of the way, here is some­

\:hin~ ot real import to test 'Iou. Can you name one baseball
player who pitched four str',keoul:s ih one innin& AND also hit

a. grand slam horne run IN THE SAME GAME?

.. The nure1t road trip in the Milky Way League would be to the Alpha Centaur;
sol~r system. If you joined t.he Astros, blJst<;d off from Hoyston, ~nd kept
~c:'tn~ at 25,000 M. p.n., you would. be t.here In ~ hundred t.hous~nd year>,
gIve .or hke 4. ye~r or- two, dcpe.-,dmlt on the tr!oflic. Ar>ather th"\ng to bear
in mind is that when 'Iou arrived, Alph~Centa\Jrt m.y h..ve moved elsewhere,
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Rupert Armitage

Harry AhlOOd

Alan Bloomfield

Cody Cain

Kevin Coldiron

Steve Dumain

Oliver Heidecker

Tom Juhase

Richard Kemp

Kevin Nurphy

Carlos Rodriguez

ALm Smith

Brad Thompson

Dean Ward

UlIDNA1.-LEA£&li

IEA.M----.RL!,'3TER 19~

~ual Fielding P~tiQ.ll.

Leftfield/Rightfield

Second Base/Shortstop

Catcher/Second Base

Pitcher/First Base

Second Base/Pitcher

Righttie1d

Third Base/Second Base

Centrefield/Rightfield

Leftfield/Centrefield

Leftfield/Centrefield

Second Base

Pitcher/First Base

Catcher

Third Base

Sun 1st M.ay away to bnfie1d Spartans L 9-10

~:>un 8th M.ay HOME TO BURY SAHlTS L 1-2

!In..ifQDn Number i:)un 15th May away to Essex Eagles VI 19-1

20 Sun 29th May away to Waltham Forest Angels W 9-6

12
,-,

!::ith June HOME TO BROMLEY BLUE JAYS W 16-2i:>un

4 Sun 12th June away to Lakenheath Yankees W. 9-0 .F

19 Sun 19th June HOME TO TONBRIDGE BOBCATS W 14-4

13 Sun ::lrd July HOM.E TO WALTHAM. FOREST ANGELS

2 Sun lOth July away to Tonbridge Bobcats

14 Sun 1'fth July HOME TU ENFIELD SPARTANS

16 Sun 24th July away to Bury Saints

1'7 c' :51st July HOME TO ESSEX EAGLES,--,un

18 Sun 'ith August away to Bromley Blue Jays

15 Sun 14th AUgU:3t HOME TO LAKENHEATH YANKEES

8 Sun 21:::, t August Rain date

6 Sun 2.:3th August 8th v 1st, 6th v '1th, 4th v 5th, 2nd v 3rd

5 Sun 4th Sept01nber 1st v 2nd, 3rd v 4th, 5th v 6th, '7th v 8th

KNOCKOIIT CUE.

SU~SCRIBE TO LINEDRIVE !

If you ~lOu1d like to receive Linedrive ! on a regular b,3.sis. then
send a cheque payable to P 1\os6 for £l.2 rj per i:3sue, (inc P & }'),

or .tl0 for 10 issues, to Linedrive !, Flat :2 'Thanescroft', Selborne
Road, Croydon eRO 5JQ. Tel U81 686 '7727.

Alternatively, fo1101'</ the LONDON WARRIORS through the season and.
get your Linec!ri ve ! FREE '"

:::\m 11th September 5th v 1st, 6th v 2nd, '7th v :3rd, 8th v 4th

Sun 18th September ~th/lst v '7th/3rd, 6th/2nd v 8th/4th

Sun 25th t:epternber KNUCKOUT CUP FINAL - venue to be decided
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WBTTen Edward Spahn. Born 23rd April 1921, Buffalo. New York.
Batted Left. Threw Left. Height 6' Weight 1721b8. Major League Debu~

19th April 1942. Inducted into the Hall of Fame 1973.

We an.:' all agreed that whilst we might not understand what other
people on our 0\"0/11 planet saying, in the arena of sport, it is quite
possible to play effectively, even when ones own team members have
no common language denominator.

So. 1'lhy are '.IFD's only ever sighted in remote areas, and not
overflying packed sporting .3Tenas '? 'Why do th<::'se lone indi viduB.ls
often tell storie'3 of being taken aboard these craft and subjected
to studies .? Perhaps our visitors are wondering why any rational
creature is out on it's own in the middle of nowhere, when it could
be at a game I The creature must be ill ! Medicine is required !

Perhaps then, we should look for a sports language in the
',::;ommuni,::-atian,::.' Yie have received from 'a.liens'. For example, the
phenomr?non of crop circle,::,. Whilst many of the""e c:reatioru:=. are
discredited as the work of student pranksters. it is interesting to
note that the dominant theme is the circle, although in this
context, it is of course, the two dimensional representation of the
three dimensional sphere or ball. Are these elaborate designs
diagramatic descriptions of a sport or game ? Could it be that the
first extra terrestrial utterances we clearly understand yron't be
't,:lke me to your leader, but 'come on, give us the ball '?'

A BRITISH BASEBALL FANZINE

Certain ly 8 fa:::,(:inating c:oncept to toy with. Not merely th8t their
'=:ould be lite on other planets, but also tha.t the'3e life forms may
indulge in recreational sport.

Ladi'::s and gentlem3n, welcome aboard the '3tarship Linedrive ! Would
all passengers ensure that all hand luggage is safely stowed in the
overhead storage lockers, and take their seats for the safety drill.
Wh!::'n the sign", GTe illuminated, all cigarettes should be
e:·:tinguished and all seatbelts fastened ....

34
Orioles 3, White Sox 6, Rangers 0, 8raves 0, Reds 0, Giants 6
Yankees 0, Brewers 10, Rangers 0, Braves 0, Reds 0, Giants 6
Orioles 3, White Sox 6, Mariners 2, Braves ° Astros 0, Giants 6
Blue Jays 9, Indians 0, Mariners 2, Braves I), Re,js 0, Giants 6
Blue Jays 9, Indians 0, Mariners 2, Braves I), Astros 0, Glants 6
Red Sox 7, Indians 0, Rangers 0, Braves 0, Cardinals S, Giants 6

In 1951, Spahn participated in a most unusual National Lea~ue

double header, when the St Louis Cardinals entertained the New York
Giants, and their 20 same Y{inner Sal Maglie, followed by a ::;ame
against the Boston Red Sox and Warren Spahn, then on 19 victories.

In this first two opponent double-header since 1883. Cardinals beat
the Giants '')-4 in the first game, but were no match for Spahn in
the '::;ecomd, who fired a one hit 2-0 ,=,hut out, f.3.cing just 2')
batters for his 20th win. The only Cardinal hit was a sixth-inning
single by pitcher Al Brazle.

Spahn finally quit playing at the age of fourty-four. Spahn's
teammate, Gaylord Perry, thinks he should have gone on another year
or t;wo. He ""J.S 10:::;in8 gBmeS by sc:ores of 2-1 a.nd :3-2, Perry sB.d;
it was a shame they did not let him keep pitching.

5)Ha I' ry Atwood
6)I:evin MIJI'phy

=7)Kenny Collins
=7)David Miller
=7)Ph iI Ross
10lAlex Malihoudis

One of the b88t left-handed pitchers ever, Wan-en Spahn v-ion garn<3s
in every way imaginable: with fastballs, off-speed stuff, ,::;cmtrol,
guile, Bnd occa.sionally with his bat. Spahn won more games than I

any other lefty (36~3), yet missed three years in the army ar:;· a
. sergeant in the engine~rs, B.nd was \:lOund~d whilst helping to repair 'I

the famous Remasen Bridge, the Ailles fust bndgehead across th.?
Rhine.

- e -

Whilst much of this editorial is intended as a lighthearted
discour'38. there are som,co ,=,eriou'3 points to <:::onsider. Firstly that
other life forms may exi'3t, and secondly that perhaps recreationo.l
activity, rather than words, may be the key to true communication.

---------------------------------------------------------------
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Eagles opew~d the score 'flith the squee2e play. Colvin "3 sac bunt
giving [lave Read the free run to home plate. Brett Marty equalised
for the Blue Jays, Wilesmith hitting a sac fly to level the game.

A game that perhaps highlights the perennial pitching problem for
British baseball, with both Ratcliffe and Warner starting strongly,
the scores standing at one each by the close of the fifth, but then
declining, to bring in the slaughter rule by the seventh.

Amen can Lea~ue - West National LeaQl.Ie - West
Wn Lt Pcnt 68, LlO, Wn Lt Pcnt 6B, Ll0,

Texas Rangers 32 36 ,471 --- 2-8 Los Angeles Do,jge rs 36 ,).) .522 --- 6-4.J'J

Seattle Mannel's 30 ')~ ,441 2 6-4 Colorado Rockies :31 38 ,449 5 4-6~'J

California An'Je Is 30 41 .423 312 5-5 San Francisco Giants 30 39 ,4:3.5 6 2-8
Dak! an,j Atr,letics 25 p ,:368 7 8-2 San Diego Padres 26 4') ,377 10 6-4.J .J

Natlooal Lea~ue - Central
. Wn Lt Pcnt 68, LIO,

Ciocinnati Reds 38 29 ,567 --- 6-4
Houston Astros 39 30 ,565 --- 6-4
St Louis Cardinals 33 34 ,493 5 3-7
Pittsburgh Pirates 31 36 ,463 7 6-4
Chicago Cubs 27 39 ,409 10~ 5-5

American Lea~u~ - Central
Wn Lt Pcnt 6B, LIO,
41 25 ,621 --- 10-0
37 30 ,552 4~ 7-3
35 31 ,530 6 2-8
35 32 ,522 6~ 6-4
32 36 ,471 10 6-4

Cleveland Indians
Minnesota hllns
Chicago ~hite Sox
Kansas City Royals
Milwaukee 8rewers

WF' Vince Warner
LP Bob l\atcl iffe

12/6/'34

I 11 :; I 31 4 I2LQL71 RI iii EI
Esse;{ Eaglps 101 QI Qlll QI5lJiU21131 QI_

Bromley Blue Ja_~QIQIQI1IQI1IQI 21 7141

Then, in the sixth, Eagles got the better of the 1\3.tcli.ffe
repertoire, scoring five runs from five hits, including a Dave Read
double. Ratclifte then reduced the arrears with a solo homer in the
sixth, but despite changing pitchers, Blue Jays couldn't re'3trctin
the Ea8'1e'3 onslaught, with Wilesmith conceeding six runs from five
hits in the seventh, including a second Dave Read double.

U12 i :', I 4 I 'iLQL'LLRL
·Wl.Q.LlitgP Bobl~.9ts i :;'1 0 I 01 11 0 I QI 0Lll
London JlM.Liors 11-1]-,61 :31 1101 Xl141

LP Alex Malihoudis
WI' Alan Bmi th

Wow ! ten straight wins for the Indians, starting with two wins at
the Brewers, followed by a three game home sweep of the Blue Jays,
and a four game home sweep of the Red Sox, topped otf with a 7-1
win at the Tigers.

The other in form team at the moment are the otherwise struggling
Uakland A's including a four game sweep at the division leading
1'eKJ'3 Ranger:3, at Arlington Stadium, the final game being a four
hit shutout victory (5-0). Add to this two previous v/ins a.t the
Chicago White Sox when the Sox were leading American League
Central, and you can see that things are looking up for the A's.

the National League, everything appears to be fairly equal. Ihe best
1a'3t ten ligures a.re 6-4, shared by eight of the fourteen teams,
wi ttl hID more teams 5-5, and two more 4-6, leaVing just the St
Louis Cardinals (::'1-7), and the San Francisco Giants (2-8) as the
only teams really losing ground.

Ihe Bobcats are a young baseball side that have progressed from an
initial youth team set up. Although still largely a teenage playing
staft, they h.s.ve 8. good te.3.m spirit, and pos,::;e:3'3 one or tvlO very
talented individuals. If the nucleus of this team can stay together
for another five or so years, they will provide very stifI
competition to any side in the UK. TOP TIPSIEllli 20!6!~4

Certainly their start B.gainst the London 'vJB.rrior:3 I'lasbrizht, bold
and enthusiastic, lead of! batter Alex Malihoudi'3 hittin;; B. 'triple '
to lett. Next man, Mark Barley, hit a grounder to :3hOI'tstop, ';Ii th

- 2 -

I )Steve Elserlen
2lAIan Bloomfield
3)Emma wallace
4)Oliver Heidecker

Yankees 0, Indians 0, Rangers 0, Braves 0, Astros 0 Dodgers 0
Yankees 0, Indians 0, Rangers 0, Braves 0, Pirates 7, Dodgers °
Orioles 3, White Sox 6, Rangers 0, Expos 31, Reds 0, Dodgers I)

Yankees 0, In,jians 0, Mariners 2, 8raves 0, Cardinals 5, Giants 6

50
4·)

..J

37~

37

- 7 -
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Apologies to all Linedrhre regular:3, but the EBF have decided that
as the Premier Division had no league games scheduled for the 19th
and 26th of .J une, that it l'ias not worth publishing a.ny up to date
standings for the rest of their teams either. This is very annoying
as some of the:3e teams have played as many as four additional
games since these la:::-:.t standings ! As there Cl.r~ i?;ame,::, scheduled
for the Premier Vivision for the 3rd and lOth .July, hope1ully
Linedril'e ! \oIill be able to publish updated standin~s in the ne:<t

~rn DivisioD One South Southern Division Two
Yl Pcent 68 Wl feent G8

Arun Panthers 4 I) 1,000 -- lashing Sluggers Eo ,857 --
Cr·)ydon Pi rates 4 1 ,800 ~ London Wolves to I ,857 --
Bournemouth Bees 4 ') ,571 1~ Tiptree HotspQrts 6 2 ,750 ~.J

Gillingham Dodgers :3 :3 ,500 2 Caterham Athletics 4 4 ,500 2~

Hounslow Hawks 3 4 ,429 2~ Guildford Mavericks ') 4 4;'0< ')
.J r 1.. •• '.'

Tunbridge Wells R 2 'j ,400 2~ Hounslow Falcons 2 6 ,2.S0 4~-.J

Stevenage Knights I) 7 ,001) 5~ Chichester Kyotes 2 7 ,)""),) 5,.&..lw.lo-

8racknell 81~.zers 1 S , ]E,] 4~

iSSUJ3.

MiHon y,:eynes T
Norwich Wanderers
FIJlham Flames
Waltham Abbey Cards
Cambridge Fellows

L8.n.sbury recei'led some consolation with an RBI in the top of the
fourth, but 'Ila.rriors replied with RBI's from Alan Smith and Rir::;h
Kemp, and Hrad Thompson reaching home on pas,:;ed ball, making the
score 13-4 Warriors

'J/arrior:::-:. then pounced on reliever, Pen Lansbury, t,'ho's torrid two
thir'ds of an inning saw 9 ba.tters corning to the plate, and five
runs scorins to put London 9-3. Lansbury, obviously troubled, 1·/03.S

then replaced by captain, Nick Carter, I'/ho conceeded one further
~Rses loaded walk before obtaining the third out.

The bottom of the second saw the Warriors take the lead. with RBI's
tram Armitage, Rodriguez and Smith, which t'/as enough to see off
I\lex Malihoudis. \>/ho having only started pit':;hing i.n earnest thi'3
season, and having played the day before, decided to 2tep down
.tram the hill.

Barley safe on the fielders choice, and Malihoudis beating the
throw to the plate for 1-0 Bobcats.

'w,::HTiors, havins lost their boundary fencing in an arson attack,
ta"~ed the prospect of running out all lefts ide home run hits. and
their second batter, Alan Bloomfield, tried out this scenario
slipping a solo round-tripper.

.~ itv to riZht for Martin Barl\:er put the third Bobcat batter on
l:'a'~e. and Ni,:k Carter scored two runs with a fine double to left.
However. his over-optimistic advance to third brought the first out
of the day, and the opening half inning closed Y/ithout further
in':ident.

2(l/6/~4

,33:3 4
,286 4\\
,tWO 5~

2 4
2 5
I) 5

Burgess Hill Reds
Brighton Buccaneers
Gloster Meteors
Guildford Mudcats
Eastbourne Aces

South~rn Division Three Souih
~I L Pcent 68
6 0 1,000 -­
S 2 ,714 l~

MAJOR LEAGUE STANDINGS

South~rn Divisinn Thr~e North
WL Peent 68
4 2 ,667-­
4 2 H;,7-­
:3 2 ,600 ~

:3 4 ,429 1~

o 3 ,000 3Y1

ihth Bobo::;ats pitdler Nid'i C.3cter improving on the hill, the run
1'3te le'33'~ned ~31i3htly, with Alan Smith scoring th<:> one run needed
tor the slaughter in the bottom of the fifth. batting in Harry
f\ l I~CJod.

American lli~---.:.....Wi Mll~l

i1n Lt Pent GB, Ll I), ~In U Pent G8, Ll I).

Nell' YNk Ya nk ees 40 27 ,597 --- 6-4 Atlanta 8raves 41 23 ,657 --- 6-4

Baltim,)!'e Orioles YT 31) ,.552 ') 5-5 Montreal hp'JS 41 27 ,E.03 3~ E·-4) I ..J

Detroit Tigers 34 33 ,51)] 6 5-5 Philadelphia Phi l' s 35 34 ,507 10 6-4
Boston Red StJ~( :33 34 ,493 ] l-9 F101' i.j~ M~.r Iin5 34 35 4Q,) 11 4-~, ,.)'-'

Toronto BllJe Jays 31 :36 ,463 9 3-7 Ne~ yIJ rk I~e ts .y} 37 ,464 12 r_r
'.I~ .J .J

- 6 -

Spec-ia.l
m.3kin::;
'#81ters.

their N3tional Leaz,u r", deb')t ':::.. Malcolm Smith and
Walters was denied a trio of good catches only

Liam
by a

- 3 -
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pB.:3:3ins ::::pectator str3ying dangerously dose to the I ield of play,
and had to sattle for two out of three.

discussion upon all matters baseball, including a few insights into
the art of umpiring.

A weakened Essex line up gave a good account of themselves against
a confident Enfield side. Early honours were even, Rob Lanario
scoring from a Steve Simmons hit, and E~3:3elC le\relling 'dUh 0 :Matt
Jennings run Trom a Vince Warner single.

' LLL2EU.ll5 I 6111JlliURL!iLEl
En.ii~LL~.P.Q.r:D...ll.§.U LQl.QlZU12LU2JJU_cll.!iLH_
E~;,f~._!;:J1Z.1 es _~I.11_QJ,QL01 Q I 0 I .QLQ.l..2J....:iL2.Lli

19/6/94

WP Julien Fountain
Lt' Vince 'i/arner

EnfIeld Spartans
Waltham Forest A
Lond'Jn ~Iarl' iOI's
Tonbridge Bobcats
Essex Ea'Jles
Bury Saints
Lakenheath Yankees
Bromley Blue Jays

NATIONAL LEA6VE - WEEr 10
WL Pcnt 6B
6 1 ,857--
6 1 ,857 --
5 2 ,714 1
4 :3 ,571 2
:3 4 .429 3
2 5 ,286 4
1 5 ,167 4~

o 6 ,000 5~

26/6/94

The game remained tight for blo innings, with bOUl Fountain and
Warner pi tehing well t but after Enfield put t'dO run:3 on the board
in the fourth, Essex needed to reply quickly. Despite Fountain
loading up the bases with three Y/8.lked batters, E:3:3ex failed to
capitalise, and r<?mained behind for the re:st of the game, and only
5. brief tlurry in the ninth gave an re:3pectability to the t:agles
s'=:oreline.

Julien fountain iinishe(i the day with 15K's but: 83.ve up 6 v/.31k:3,
whilst Vince Warner took 11K's, and yielded only 4 walked batters.

NCltional Li?af,ue's other scheduled match for June 19th. Lakenheath
Yankees at Bromley Blue Jays, has been re-arran2,ed as B double-'
header at Lakenheath on July 3rd.

NATIONAL LEAGUE TODAY

Bromley Hlue Jays @ Lakenheath Yankees (double-header)
Essex Eagles @ Bury Saints
Tonbridge Bobcats @ Enfield Spartans
Waltham Forest Angels @ London Warriors

NEXI WE.E.K.

Bromley Blue Jays @ Waltham Forest Angels
Enfield ~partans 0 bury Saints
Lakenheath Yankees @ Essex Eagles
London Warriors @ Tonbridge Bobcats

BBE STANDINGS - WEEK 10

3/7/94-

10/7 /94

12/6/'34

Hounslow Rangers
Bedford Chlcksanas
Esse, Arr,)ws
Ci'all'ley Comets
Brighton Buccaneers
BrIstol Black Sox

Cambridge Monarchs
Hemel Red Sox
Totteridge T'blazel's
6loster Meteors
City Slick
Droitwich Spa Tans
Readin'J Royals

The weekend of June 20th, Y/hich was to have been used to play two
previously caw:ell.?d games re:3ul ted in no play taking place? at all.
Bury So.int:s yielded a 9-0 home forfeit to the Lakenheath 'I a nlu2e::::,
a.nd ,'lith Saints: haVing only pla.yed one early E,2a.30n game C'.2;~iinsc

the Warriors, it seems likely that Saints have folded.

Tonbridg8 Bobca.ts easerly awaited the arrival or the Er'omlc"y Blu(~

Jays at Deacon's Field, along with the Lineciri\'e ! te.3.m, and umpire
I"i.3.rgaret Borley. Sadly, for the second time, it 'd.:J.:33. blUi~ Jay no
sho'd, so player~, fans and umpire settled for an interestins

- 4

NatlQlul f'l'emm Lea'JlJe S;~
WL Pcent G8
7 3 ,700--
1)5 ,667 ~

6:3 I 667 ~

4 5 ,444 2~

4 ,364 3~

1 7 ,125 5

Southern DlyisloD Doe N~rtD

WL Pcent 68
4 i ,SOl)
4] son--
4 2 ,667 ~

2 1 ,667 1
4 3 ,571 I
I 4 ,200 3
I) 6 ,000 5

- 5 -
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pB.:3:3ins ::::pectator str3ying dangerously dose to the I ield of play,
and had to sattle for two out of three.

discussion upon all matters baseball, including a few insights into
the art of umpiring.

A weakened Essex line up gave a good account of themselves against
a confident Enfield side. Early honours were even, Rob Lanario
scoring from a Steve Simmons hit, and E~3:3elC le\relling 'dUh 0 :Matt
Jennings run Trom a Vince Warner single.

' LLL2EU.ll5 I 6111JlliURL!iLEl
En.ii~LL~.P.Q.r:D...ll.§.U LQl.QlZU12LU2JJU_cll.!iLH_
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19/6/94

WP Julien Fountain
Lt' Vince 'i/arner
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Waltham Forest A
Lond'Jn ~Iarl' iOI's
Tonbridge Bobcats
Essex Ea'Jles
Bury Saints
Lakenheath Yankees
Bromley Blue Jays

NATIONAL LEA6VE - WEEr 10
WL Pcnt 6B
6 1 ,857--
6 1 ,857 --
5 2 ,714 1
4 :3 ,571 2
:3 4 .429 3
2 5 ,286 4
1 5 ,167 4~

o 6 ,000 5~

26/6/94

The game remained tight for blo innings, with bOUl Fountain and
Warner pi tehing well t but after Enfield put t'dO run:3 on the board
in the fourth, Essex needed to reply quickly. Despite Fountain
loading up the bases with three Y/8.lked batters, E:3:3ex failed to
capitalise, and r<?mained behind for the re:st of the game, and only
5. brief tlurry in the ninth gave an re:3pectability to the t:agles
s'=:oreline.

Julien fountain iinishe(i the day with 15K's but: 83.ve up 6 v/.31k:3,
whilst Vince Warner took 11K's, and yielded only 4 walked batters.

NCltional Li?af,ue's other scheduled match for June 19th. Lakenheath
Yankees at Bromley Blue Jays, has been re-arran2,ed as B double-'
header at Lakenheath on July 3rd.

NATIONAL LEAGUE TODAY

Bromley Hlue Jays @ Lakenheath Yankees (double-header)
Essex Eagles @ Bury Saints
Tonbridge Bobcats @ Enfield Spartans
Waltham Forest Angels @ London Warriors

NEXI WE.E.K.

Bromley Blue Jays @ Waltham Forest Angels
Enfield ~partans 0 bury Saints
Lakenheath Yankees @ Essex Eagles
London Warriors @ Tonbridge Bobcats

BBE STANDINGS - WEEK 10

3/7/94-

10/7 /94

12/6/'34

Hounslow Rangers
Bedford Chlcksanas
Esse, Arr,)ws
Ci'all'ley Comets
Brighton Buccaneers
BrIstol Black Sox

Cambridge Monarchs
Hemel Red Sox
Totteridge T'blazel's
6loster Meteors
City Slick
Droitwich Spa Tans
Readin'J Royals

The weekend of June 20th, Y/hich was to have been used to play two
previously caw:ell.?d games re:3ul ted in no play taking place? at all.
Bury So.int:s yielded a 9-0 home forfeit to the Lakenheath 'I a nlu2e::::,
a.nd ,'lith Saints: haVing only pla.yed one early E,2a.30n game C'.2;~iinsc

the Warriors, it seems likely that Saints have folded.

Tonbridg8 Bobca.ts easerly awaited the arrival or the Er'omlc"y Blu(~

Jays at Deacon's Field, along with the Lineciri\'e ! te.3.m, and umpire
I"i.3.rgaret Borley. Sadly, for the second time, it 'd.:J.:33. blUi~ Jay no
sho'd, so player~, fans and umpire settled for an interestins
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NatlQlul f'l'emm Lea'JlJe S;~
WL Pcent G8
7 3 ,700--
1)5 ,667 ~

6:3 I 667 ~

4 5 ,444 2~

4 ,364 3~

1 7 ,125 5

Southern DlyisloD Doe N~rtD

WL Pcent 68
4 i ,SOl)
4] son--
4 2 ,667 ~

2 1 ,667 1
4 3 ,571 I
I 4 ,200 3
I) 6 ,000 5
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Apologies to all Linedrhre regular:3, but the EBF have decided that
as the Premier Division had no league games scheduled for the 19th
and 26th of .J une, that it l'ias not worth publishing a.ny up to date
standings for the rest of their teams either. This is very annoying
as some of the:3e teams have played as many as four additional
games since these la:::-:.t standings ! As there Cl.r~ i?;ame,::, scheduled
for the Premier Vivision for the 3rd and lOth .July, hope1ully
Linedril'e ! \oIill be able to publish updated standin~s in the ne:<t

~rn DivisioD One South Southern Division Two
Yl Pcent 68 Wl feent G8

Arun Panthers 4 I) 1,000 -- lashing Sluggers Eo ,857 --
Cr·)ydon Pi rates 4 1 ,800 ~ London Wolves to I ,857 --
Bournemouth Bees 4 ') ,571 1~ Tiptree HotspQrts 6 2 ,750 ~.J

Gillingham Dodgers :3 :3 ,500 2 Caterham Athletics 4 4 ,500 2~

Hounslow Hawks 3 4 ,429 2~ Guildford Mavericks ') 4 4;'0< ')
.J r 1.. •• '.'

Tunbridge Wells R 2 'j ,400 2~ Hounslow Falcons 2 6 ,2.S0 4~-.J

Stevenage Knights I) 7 ,001) 5~ Chichester Kyotes 2 7 ,)""),) 5,.&..lw.lo-

8racknell 81~.zers 1 S , ]E,] 4~

iSSUJ3.

MiHon y,:eynes T
Norwich Wanderers
FIJlham Flames
Waltham Abbey Cards
Cambridge Fellows

L8.n.sbury recei'led some consolation with an RBI in the top of the
fourth, but 'Ila.rriors replied with RBI's from Alan Smith and Rir::;h
Kemp, and Hrad Thompson reaching home on pas,:;ed ball, making the
score 13-4 Warriors

'J/arrior:::-:. then pounced on reliever, Pen Lansbury, t,'ho's torrid two
thir'ds of an inning saw 9 ba.tters corning to the plate, and five
runs scorins to put London 9-3. Lansbury, obviously troubled, 1·/03.S

then replaced by captain, Nick Carter, I'/ho conceeded one further
~Rses loaded walk before obtaining the third out.

The bottom of the second saw the Warriors take the lead. with RBI's
tram Armitage, Rodriguez and Smith, which t'/as enough to see off
I\lex Malihoudis. \>/ho having only started pit':;hing i.n earnest thi'3
season, and having played the day before, decided to 2tep down
.tram the hill.

Barley safe on the fielders choice, and Malihoudis beating the
throw to the plate for 1-0 Bobcats.

'w,::HTiors, havins lost their boundary fencing in an arson attack,
ta"~ed the prospect of running out all lefts ide home run hits. and
their second batter, Alan Bloomfield, tried out this scenario
slipping a solo round-tripper.

.~ itv to riZht for Martin Barl\:er put the third Bobcat batter on
l:'a'~e. and Ni,:k Carter scored two runs with a fine double to left.
However. his over-optimistic advance to third brought the first out
of the day, and the opening half inning closed Y/ithout further
in':ident.

2(l/6/~4

,33:3 4
,286 4\\
,tWO 5~

2 4
2 5
I) 5

Burgess Hill Reds
Brighton Buccaneers
Gloster Meteors
Guildford Mudcats
Eastbourne Aces

South~rn Division Three Souih
~I L Pcent 68
6 0 1,000 -­
S 2 ,714 l~

MAJOR LEAGUE STANDINGS

South~rn Divisinn Thr~e North
WL Peent 68
4 2 ,667-­
4 2 H;,7-­
:3 2 ,600 ~

:3 4 ,429 1~

o 3 ,000 3Y1

ihth Bobo::;ats pitdler Nid'i C.3cter improving on the hill, the run
1'3te le'33'~ned ~31i3htly, with Alan Smith scoring th<:> one run needed
tor the slaughter in the bottom of the fifth. batting in Harry
f\ l I~CJod.

American lli~---.:.....Wi Mll~l

i1n Lt Pent GB, Ll I), ~In U Pent G8, Ll I).

Nell' YNk Ya nk ees 40 27 ,597 --- 6-4 Atlanta 8raves 41 23 ,657 --- 6-4

Baltim,)!'e Orioles YT 31) ,.552 ') 5-5 Montreal hp'JS 41 27 ,E.03 3~ E·-4) I ..J

Detroit Tigers 34 33 ,51)] 6 5-5 Philadelphia Phi l' s 35 34 ,507 10 6-4
Boston Red StJ~( :33 34 ,493 ] l-9 F101' i.j~ M~.r Iin5 34 35 4Q,) 11 4-~, ,.)'-'

Toronto BllJe Jays 31 :36 ,463 9 3-7 Ne~ yIJ rk I~e ts .y} 37 ,464 12 r_r
'.I~ .J .J
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Spec-ia.l
m.3kin::;
'#81ters.

their N3tional Leaz,u r", deb')t ':::.. Malcolm Smith and
Walters was denied a trio of good catches only

Liam
by a
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Eagles opew~d the score 'flith the squee2e play. Colvin "3 sac bunt
giving [lave Read the free run to home plate. Brett Marty equalised
for the Blue Jays, Wilesmith hitting a sac fly to level the game.

A game that perhaps highlights the perennial pitching problem for
British baseball, with both Ratcliffe and Warner starting strongly,
the scores standing at one each by the close of the fifth, but then
declining, to bring in the slaughter rule by the seventh.

Amen can Lea~ue - West National LeaQl.Ie - West
Wn Lt Pcnt 68, LlO, Wn Lt Pcnt 6B, Ll0,

Texas Rangers 32 36 ,471 --- 2-8 Los Angeles Do,jge rs 36 ,).) .522 --- 6-4.J'J

Seattle Mannel's 30 ')~ ,441 2 6-4 Colorado Rockies :31 38 ,449 5 4-6~'J

California An'Je Is 30 41 .423 312 5-5 San Francisco Giants 30 39 ,4:3.5 6 2-8
Dak! an,j Atr,letics 25 p ,:368 7 8-2 San Diego Padres 26 4') ,377 10 6-4.J .J

Natlooal Lea~ue - Central
. Wn Lt Pcnt 68, LIO,

Ciocinnati Reds 38 29 ,567 --- 6-4
Houston Astros 39 30 ,565 --- 6-4
St Louis Cardinals 33 34 ,493 5 3-7
Pittsburgh Pirates 31 36 ,463 7 6-4
Chicago Cubs 27 39 ,409 10~ 5-5

American Lea~u~ - Central
Wn Lt Pcnt 6B, LIO,
41 25 ,621 --- 10-0
37 30 ,552 4~ 7-3
35 31 ,530 6 2-8
35 32 ,522 6~ 6-4
32 36 ,471 10 6-4

Cleveland Indians
Minnesota hllns
Chicago ~hite Sox
Kansas City Royals
Milwaukee 8rewers

WF' Vince Warner
LP Bob l\atcl iffe

12/6/'34

I 11 :; I 31 4 I2LQL71 RI iii EI
Esse;{ Eaglps 101 QI Qlll QI5lJiU21131 QI_

Bromley Blue Ja_~QIQIQI1IQI1IQI 21 7141

Then, in the sixth, Eagles got the better of the 1\3.tcli.ffe
repertoire, scoring five runs from five hits, including a Dave Read
double. Ratclifte then reduced the arrears with a solo homer in the
sixth, but despite changing pitchers, Blue Jays couldn't re'3trctin
the Ea8'1e'3 onslaught, with Wilesmith conceeding six runs from five
hits in the seventh, including a second Dave Read double.

U12 i :', I 4 I 'iLQL'LLRL
·Wl.Q.LlitgP Bobl~.9ts i :;'1 0 I 01 11 0 I QI 0Lll
London JlM.Liors 11-1]-,61 :31 1101 Xl141

LP Alex Malihoudis
WI' Alan Bmi th

Wow ! ten straight wins for the Indians, starting with two wins at
the Brewers, followed by a three game home sweep of the Blue Jays,
and a four game home sweep of the Red Sox, topped otf with a 7-1
win at the Tigers.

The other in form team at the moment are the otherwise struggling
Uakland A's including a four game sweep at the division leading
1'eKJ'3 Ranger:3, at Arlington Stadium, the final game being a four
hit shutout victory (5-0). Add to this two previous v/ins a.t the
Chicago White Sox when the Sox were leading American League
Central, and you can see that things are looking up for the A's.

the National League, everything appears to be fairly equal. Ihe best
1a'3t ten ligures a.re 6-4, shared by eight of the fourteen teams,
wi ttl hID more teams 5-5, and two more 4-6, leaVing just the St
Louis Cardinals (::'1-7), and the San Francisco Giants (2-8) as the
only teams really losing ground.

Ihe Bobcats are a young baseball side that have progressed from an
initial youth team set up. Although still largely a teenage playing
staft, they h.s.ve 8. good te.3.m spirit, and pos,::;e:3'3 one or tvlO very
talented individuals. If the nucleus of this team can stay together
for another five or so years, they will provide very stifI
competition to any side in the UK. TOP TIPSIEllli 20!6!~4

Certainly their start B.gainst the London 'vJB.rrior:3 I'lasbrizht, bold
and enthusiastic, lead of! batter Alex Malihoudi'3 hittin;; B. 'triple '
to lett. Next man, Mark Barley, hit a grounder to :3hOI'tstop, ';Ii th

- 2 -

I )Steve Elserlen
2lAIan Bloomfield
3)Emma wallace
4)Oliver Heidecker

Yankees 0, Indians 0, Rangers 0, Braves 0, Astros 0 Dodgers 0
Yankees 0, Indians 0, Rangers 0, Braves 0, Pirates 7, Dodgers °
Orioles 3, White Sox 6, Rangers 0, Expos 31, Reds 0, Dodgers I)

Yankees 0, In,jians 0, Mariners 2, 8raves 0, Cardinals 5, Giants 6

50
4·)

..J

37~

37

- 7 -
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WBTTen Edward Spahn. Born 23rd April 1921, Buffalo. New York.
Batted Left. Threw Left. Height 6' Weight 1721b8. Major League Debu~

19th April 1942. Inducted into the Hall of Fame 1973.

We an.:' all agreed that whilst we might not understand what other
people on our 0\"0/11 planet saying, in the arena of sport, it is quite
possible to play effectively, even when ones own team members have
no common language denominator.

So. 1'lhy are '.IFD's only ever sighted in remote areas, and not
overflying packed sporting .3Tenas '? 'Why do th<::'se lone indi viduB.ls
often tell storie'3 of being taken aboard these craft and subjected
to studies .? Perhaps our visitors are wondering why any rational
creature is out on it's own in the middle of nowhere, when it could
be at a game I The creature must be ill ! Medicine is required !

Perhaps then, we should look for a sports language in the
',::;ommuni,::-atian,::.' Yie have received from 'a.liens'. For example, the
phenomr?non of crop circle,::,. Whilst many of the""e c:reatioru:=. are
discredited as the work of student pranksters. it is interesting to
note that the dominant theme is the circle, although in this
context, it is of course, the two dimensional representation of the
three dimensional sphere or ball. Are these elaborate designs
diagramatic descriptions of a sport or game ? Could it be that the
first extra terrestrial utterances we clearly understand yron't be
't,:lke me to your leader, but 'come on, give us the ball '?'

A BRITISH BASEBALL FANZINE

Certain ly 8 fa:::,(:inating c:oncept to toy with. Not merely th8t their
'=:ould be lite on other planets, but also tha.t the'3e life forms may
indulge in recreational sport.

Ladi'::s and gentlem3n, welcome aboard the '3tarship Linedrive ! Would
all passengers ensure that all hand luggage is safely stowed in the
overhead storage lockers, and take their seats for the safety drill.
Wh!::'n the sign", GTe illuminated, all cigarettes should be
e:·:tinguished and all seatbelts fastened ....

34
Orioles 3, White Sox 6, Rangers 0, 8raves 0, Reds 0, Giants 6
Yankees 0, Brewers 10, Rangers 0, Braves 0, Reds 0, Giants 6
Orioles 3, White Sox 6, Mariners 2, Braves ° Astros 0, Giants 6
Blue Jays 9, Indians 0, Mariners 2, Braves I), Re,js 0, Giants 6
Blue Jays 9, Indians 0, Mariners 2, Braves I), Astros 0, Glants 6
Red Sox 7, Indians 0, Rangers 0, Braves 0, Cardinals S, Giants 6

In 1951, Spahn participated in a most unusual National Lea~ue

double header, when the St Louis Cardinals entertained the New York
Giants, and their 20 same Y{inner Sal Maglie, followed by a ::;ame
against the Boston Red Sox and Warren Spahn, then on 19 victories.

In this first two opponent double-header since 1883. Cardinals beat
the Giants '')-4 in the first game, but were no match for Spahn in
the '::;ecomd, who fired a one hit 2-0 ,=,hut out, f.3.cing just 2')
batters for his 20th win. The only Cardinal hit was a sixth-inning
single by pitcher Al Brazle.

Spahn finally quit playing at the age of fourty-four. Spahn's
teammate, Gaylord Perry, thinks he should have gone on another year
or t;wo. He ""J.S 10:::;in8 gBmeS by sc:ores of 2-1 a.nd :3-2, Perry sB.d;
it was a shame they did not let him keep pitching.

5)Ha I' ry Atwood
6)I:evin MIJI'phy

=7)Kenny Collins
=7)David Miller
=7)Ph iI Ross
10lAlex Malihoudis

One of the b88t left-handed pitchers ever, Wan-en Spahn v-ion garn<3s
in every way imaginable: with fastballs, off-speed stuff, ,::;cmtrol,
guile, Bnd occa.sionally with his bat. Spahn won more games than I

any other lefty (36~3), yet missed three years in the army ar:;· a
. sergeant in the engine~rs, B.nd was \:lOund~d whilst helping to repair 'I

the famous Remasen Bridge, the Ailles fust bndgehead across th.?
Rhine.

- e -

Whilst much of this editorial is intended as a lighthearted
discour'38. there are som,co ,=,eriou'3 points to <:::onsider. Firstly that
other life forms may exi'3t, and secondly that perhaps recreationo.l
activity, rather than words, may be the key to true communication.

---------------------------------------------------------------
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Rupert Armitage

Harry AhlOOd

Alan Bloomfield

Cody Cain

Kevin Coldiron

Steve Dumain

Oliver Heidecker

Tom Juhase

Richard Kemp

Kevin Nurphy

Carlos Rodriguez

ALm Smith

Brad Thompson

Dean Ward

UlIDNA1.-LEA£&li

IEA.M----.RL!,'3TER 19~

~ual Fielding P~tiQ.ll.

Leftfield/Rightfield

Second Base/Shortstop

Catcher/Second Base

Pitcher/First Base

Second Base/Pitcher

Righttie1d

Third Base/Second Base

Centrefield/Rightfield

Leftfield/Centrefield

Leftfield/Centrefield

Second Base

Pitcher/First Base

Catcher

Third Base

Sun 1st M.ay away to bnfie1d Spartans L 9-10

~:>un 8th M.ay HOME TO BURY SAHlTS L 1-2

!In..ifQDn Number i:)un 15th May away to Essex Eagles VI 19-1

20 Sun 29th May away to Waltham Forest Angels W 9-6

12
,-,

!::ith June HOME TO BROMLEY BLUE JAYS W 16-2i:>un

4 Sun 12th June away to Lakenheath Yankees W. 9-0 .F

19 Sun 19th June HOME TO TONBRIDGE BOBCATS W 14-4

13 Sun ::lrd July HOM.E TO WALTHAM. FOREST ANGELS

2 Sun lOth July away to Tonbridge Bobcats

14 Sun 1'fth July HOME TU ENFIELD SPARTANS

16 Sun 24th July away to Bury Saints

1'7 c' :51st July HOME TO ESSEX EAGLES,--,un

18 Sun 'ith August away to Bromley Blue Jays

15 Sun 14th AUgU:3t HOME TO LAKENHEATH YANKEES

8 Sun 21:::, t August Rain date

6 Sun 2.:3th August 8th v 1st, 6th v '1th, 4th v 5th, 2nd v 3rd

5 Sun 4th Sept01nber 1st v 2nd, 3rd v 4th, 5th v 6th, '7th v 8th

KNOCKOIIT CUE.

SU~SCRIBE TO LINEDRIVE !

If you ~lOu1d like to receive Linedrive ! on a regular b,3.sis. then
send a cheque payable to P 1\os6 for £l.2 rj per i:3sue, (inc P & }'),

or .tl0 for 10 issues, to Linedrive !, Flat :2 'Thanescroft', Selborne
Road, Croydon eRO 5JQ. Tel U81 686 '7727.

Alternatively, fo1101'</ the LONDON WARRIORS through the season and.
get your Linec!ri ve ! FREE '"

:::\m 11th September 5th v 1st, 6th v 2nd, '7th v :3rd, 8th v 4th

Sun 18th September ~th/lst v '7th/3rd, 6th/2nd v 8th/4th

Sun 25th t:epternber KNUCKOUT CUP FINAL - venue to be decided



eal6erly a.wa'lted message from outer space

ALL-STARS

IF THERE are inhabited worlds elsewhere 'In the galaxy, ·it seems not

unreasona.ble to suppose that there are many of them, given

the number of stars, And it wouldn't be surprising to know that

some of them hdd developed communication wil:h one another,

Irso, just ,ma~ine the fun the.y ·mi~ht have in their all-Sbr

brea k., Moreover, what' ... Worlds' Series it would be if, for insbnce,

the Al ph3 Centauri Four Sox took on the Beta Leoni~ Cubs.

Th"ls sob r system of ours, however, would h4ve to be content

with minor lea.<gue baseball, soto speak, until a sponsorcould be
found for inter-stellar tr4vel, enabling us to be.come an ex pn­

sian +r~nchise, The whole universe is expanding, we are told,
so baseball might well have a bright future 'In the gal~XYI :ilnd
even beyond, tor inter-galacl:ic games would be on.ly ~ further
log'lcal step Forward, once the Mil.ky Way Le~gue were establ,'shed,

Linedrive will keep read ers informed of developments, but

let us say at the outset thai: should they consider moton·ng t:o
Alpha Ce.nburi- it would be advisable to give 'If: serious thought,

tor it would be extremely tiring ~nd somewha.t hazardous.·

Q_U E STJ ON TIME
Here are the answers to the Ty Cob6 questions in Lt"nedn've No.4:

First 'luestion - None. Second 'luestion -He didn't h<lve one.
And now, hav'lng gol:. th~t trivia out of the way, here is some­

\:hin~ ot real import to test 'Iou. Can you name one baseball
player who pitched four str',keoul:s ih one innin& AND also hit

a. grand slam horne run IN THE SAME GAME?

.. The nure1t road trip in the Milky Way League would be to the Alpha Centaur;
sol~r system. If you joined t.he Astros, blJst<;d off from Hoyston, ~nd kept
~c:'tn~ at 25,000 M. p.n., you would. be t.here In ~ hundred t.hous~nd year>,
gIve .or hke 4. ye~r or- two, dcpe.-,dmlt on the tr!oflic. Ar>ather th"\ng to bear
in mind is that when 'Iou arrived, Alph~Centa\Jrt m.y h..ve moved elsewhere,

/
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BASEBALL IN BRITAIN
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THE RIDDLE OF
THE SPHERES

Why is the fi elders

number minus one?


